
              The Panther Chameleon (Furcifer pardalis) Care Plan
The Panther Chameleon (Furcifer pardalis) comes from Madagascar and is an entry level species 
regarding care requirements.

Suitability as Pets

Chameleons are not ʻpetsʼ in the traditional sense – they do not like being handled or played with 
and indeed this can be extremely  stressful for them. They have specific husbandry requirements 
and should only be kept by  those willing to adequately provide for their needs. However, 
chameleons are beautiful and fascinating animals and can be a challenge for the keeper. Captive 
bred animals should be purchased from a reputable dealer – wild caught specimens are more 
likely  to be stressed and to carry internal parasites, and by buying these individuals you will be 
contributing to the importation of this vulnerable species from the wild.

Reproduction

Panther chameleons are oviparous (egg-laying). The eggs take 7 to 9 months to hatch.

Female Panthers are almost always orange in colour (some may be a grey/brown). 
Male Panthers can vary from the Nosy Be blue panther to green and blue patterned Ambanja 
"Rainbow" panthers with orange eyes.  

Ideally  chameleons should be mated with other chameleons of the same "phase" or colour and 
should certainly not be bred with others from the same parents.

Housing

Do not house chameleons together except for mating. Chameleons are naturally solitary creatures 
and become easily stressed if they can see another chameleon. Males can be extremely territorial.
Adult males can reach a total length of 21 to 24 inches and a suitable vivarium would ideally 
measure at least 36" x 24" x 36".
Chameleons need a good flow of fresh air and the ideal housing for a chameleon is a mesh cage.
Hides are essential to prevent stress and allow privacy. Artificial plants, boxes, plant pots etc all 
make good hides. There should be easy access to water, food and basking sites.

Lighting 

Many sites advise an "Arcadia D3 Reptile" or a "Reptisun 5.0" (or "Iguana 5.0" {same thing - 
different packaging}) UV fluorescent tube and in one corner at the top of the cage a 60W to 75W 
incandescent spot light for basking. This should be on a dimmerstat to prevent overheating. 
The UV and spot lights should be on for 10 to 12 hours a day.
A protective mesh is required around both any spot light or ceramic heater to prevent the 
chameleon from burning itself (as it will try to climb on these).

Heating/ Temperature
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A thermostat is essential: the temperature at the basking area should be between 32C  and 37C 
(90 and 100F), with a background temperature falling to around 26C (80F) at the coolest point. At 
night the temperature may be allowed to drop  to around 22C (72F). Thermometers should be 
placed at each end of the vivarium.
Madagascan chameleons do not require a severe heat drop at night (pardalis are adversely 
affected if the temperature drops too much). The temperature should be allowed to drop by about 
10 or 12 degrees at night. 
A ceramic heater /can be used to provide overnight infra-red heating (needed in winter). 
A protective mesh is required around both any spot light or ceramic heater to prevent the 
chameleon from burning itself (as it will try to climb on these).
The safest substrate is newspaper, although this does not hold humidity well. Sphagnum moss or 
bed-a beast substrate can be used. Whichever substrate is used care should be taken to ensure 
that none is ingested during feeding. 

Furniture (Climbing and shelter)

The cage should have a sturdy branch in it of a size suited to the chameleon's grasp. Plastic plants 
are ideal for shelter, to facilitate drinking and to create pockets of humidity
Hides are essential to prevent stress and allow privacy. Artificial plants, boxes, plant pots etc all 
make good hides. There should be easy access to water, food and basking sites.

Water /Humidity

A chameleon can easily die of dehydration if inadequate water provision is available.
Enclosure plants need to be "misted" with hot water from a plastic plant spray bottle every  morning 
and every evening. The hot water turns cool as it leaves the bottle in a fine mist. This provides 
both necessary humidity and also drinking water. 

Chameleons in general will not drink standing water and only rarely drink from containers, 
preferring instead to lick the dew of leaves in the early  morning or catch drops of rain dripping 
down their faces. 

Commercial drip feeds are available. Water dripping from dripper bottles will attract a chameleon's 
attention but this cannot be relied on as male panthers in particular often forget to drink and quickly 
become dehydrated. 

It is important to give adult chameleons a good soaking once a week for about 10 minutes to 
ensure that they gets sufficient water. Chameleons can be left in a shower with a fine spray of 
warm water on them but be careful that only a fine spray is used as they may panic or their eyes 
damaged by the force of an excessive jet.

Don't spray water directly onto very small baby chameleons it is easy to drown them. 
A good way of ensuring an adult chameleon has enough water is to feed it a cricket or locust and 
then spray water down its throat just as it is finishing off the food. Be careful that this water is not 
aspirated.
 
Food
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Chameleons are primarily insectivorous and should be offered food from an opaque raised dish as 
this will enable the chameleon to catch the food as it climbs out. Feed your adult Panther 
chameleon a few small brown crickets and 1 to 3 locusts daily (yellow "hoppers" or adult locusts). 
Babies can be fed small (2mm) crickets and wingless fruit flies, both of which can be bought at 
reptile shops. Fruit fly tubs last for about 5 weeks, producing several batches of flies over this 
period from the worms in the culture.

Mealworms are supposed to be a treat for them but their hard outer cases are suggested to 
contain elements which can be harmful if taken over long periods. Waxworms are an expensive 
treat but are better than mealworms. Maggots are a cheaper alternative and can also be allowed to 
turn into flies providing a level of variety (but this can soon get out of hand !) Keep  the tub in the 
fridge to slow down the turning into flies.

Adults should be offered food every other day. Adults can be offered insect prey such as crickets, 
house flies, fruit flies, mealworms and wax worms. They should also be offered small amounts of 
salads and fruits.

Do not leave live food in the cage or it will start attacking the chameleon while it is asleep at night.
Ideally provide a varied diet as chameleons can get bored with their food and just stop eating. 

Food Dusting

In order to ensure that the diet has the correct calcium : phosphorus ratio, as chameleons in 
captivity are prone to developing metabolic bone disease, prey insects should be gut-loaded with a 
product such as Bug-Grub (Vetark) for 48 hours prior to feeding. They should also be regularly 
dusted (at every feed for juveniles, once weekly for males and 1-2 times per week for females) 
with a high calcium product such as Nutrobal (Vetark) before feeding. 

Adult panthers require vitamin D3 and calcium to ensure their bones and skin develop properly. 
They should have their food "dusted" with a vitamin D calcium supplement.

Get a large container such as a peanut tub and tip  in a little vitamin powder. Put this tub in either a 
much larger plastic container or in a sink with the plug in. Then ease off the edge of the cricket or 
fruitfly tub  and add a few crickets or locusts or lots of fruit flies and swirl them around until they  are 
dusted. Any escaping fruit-flies or crickets can be retrieved from the larger cage or the sink.

Do not do this more than twice a week or the chameleons will suffer from vitamin D3 toxicity. If the 
chameleons are out in the garden in the summer getting sufficient natural sunlight then the 
addition of the supplement should be cut back.

Grate up  a carrot and put it in the cricket tubs. This provides moisture and also beta carotene 
which will be turned into vitamin A by the chameleons. Always have at least 2 tubs of crickets. 
There is nothing worse than suddenly finding that a whole tub has died off on Saturday evening.

Preventative Care & Disease Management

Always wash your hands (preferably with an antiseptic soap) before or after handling any reptile.
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For animals in  veterinary environment we advise the use of disposable gloves (to control RAS).

Quarantine new reptiles for at least 3 months. During this time record normal patterns of eating, 
defaecating, weight gain and behaviour and have them examined by a vet. 

It is a good idea to take along a fresh faecal sample so that the vet can check for the presence of 
gastrointestinal parasites. 

Veterinary advice should be sought if your chameleon is not eating or producing faeces, is inactive, 
has swellings, particularly  around the eyes, is losing weight or has a discharge from its eyes, nose 
or mouth.

Accidents and injuries can happen, both to the reptile and the reptile handler. Not only can bites 
happen, but also there are diseases that can be transmitted between animals - and that means 
between reptiles and humans.

Keepers should be ware of the prevention of reptile associated salmonellosis (RAS).

Good hygiene is essential, not only to your pet's health, but to your own. 

Reptiles can be non- symptomatic carriers of Salmonella, bacteria that cause sometimes lethal 
food poisoning. 

Children, the aged, and those who are immune-compromised are particularly susceptible to 
Salmonella from any source.  

There are measures you can take to minimize risk:  

• After handling your pet reptile, wash your hands with soap for at least 30 seconds, or use hand 
disinfectant. 

• Disinfect any area you used to clean cages, dishes and do not use this area for food preparation. 
• Use separate cleaning utensils, not the sponge you use to wash your own dishes. 
• Reptiles are NOT recommended if you're pregnant or have a young child or an immuno-

compromised person in your home. 

• Don't kiss a reptile pet.

Further information on husbandry can be found at:
www.animalarkshelter.org/cin/    (Chameleon Information Network)
www.chameleonjournals.com/
www.adcham.com/
www.forum.kingsnake.com/
www.Reptiletrust.com

There are a number of Web sites that provide information on chameleons. Some better ones are:

www.adcham.com (the web site of advanced chameleon breeders).
Only advanced chameleon keepers may post to this website but it contains some excellent descriptions of different chameleon species, illnesses 
etc. There are very interesting discussions posted by the top vets in the field and this is where the world's chameleon experts meet.
www.chameleonjournals.com (Run by Kathy Kaiwi, this site has a wealth of information on chameleons and includes a Listserver that those with 
less experience in chameleon care can join and automatically receive email (a lot) about chameleon care.
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www.animalarkshelter.org/cin/ (the Chameleon Information Network, CiN run by Ms Ardi Abate). You can become a member and for $41 will get 4 
magazines sent to you each year.
http://home.att.net/~chameleons/
Has a good "Information Center" on Care of chameleons and a "Resource Center" which shows the front covers of most of the books below.

Books on Chameleons

There are many books on chameleons. The first 3 below are the "bibles" for chameleon keepers. Necas' book is the best for 
experienced keepers with pages on every single species. 
• Linda Davison (husband of Steve Davison, maker of Miner-All) has produced a book which has a lot about the care 

of chameleons. 
• Martin & Wolfe have produced a hardback lovely book with beautiful pictures.
• The Essential Care of Chameleons is one of the smallest (and cheapest) books but is packed with essential 

information for those starting with a new chameleon.

Chameleons - Nature's Hidden Jewels (H/back) Necas
ISBN 3-930612-04-6 
Chameleons - Their Care and Breeding (P/back) Linda J Davison
ISBN 0-88839-353-9 (about $30)
Chameleons - Nature's Masters of Disguise (H/back) Martin & Wolfe 
ISBN 0-7137-2339-4
The New Chameleon Handbook Francois Le Berre
ISBN 0-8120-1805-2 (£6.50)
Chameleons - (Volume I) Species Schmidt, Tamm, Wallikewitz
Chameleons - (Volume II) Care & Breeding Schmidt, Tamm, Wallikewitz
Care and Breeding of Panthers, Jacksons, Veiled Phillip de Vosjoli
and Parsons Chameleons
ISBN 1-882770-30-7
Essential Care of Chameleons Philip de Vosjoli
ISBN 1-882770-51-X (£7.95)
Chameleons RD Bartlett & Patricia P. Bartlett
ISBN 0-8120-9157-4 (£4.50)
The Guide to Owning a Chameleon Schmidt, Tamm, Wallikewitz
ISBN 079380285-7 (£6.95)
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